TOWN OF WEST POINT


A public hearing for the 2003 budget was held on Tuesday, November 11, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall - 38 residents were present.  The public hearing was published in the Sauk Prairie Star and the Lodi Enterprise and posted in four places.  A copy of the summary of the proposed budget was posted in four places.


The pledge of Allegiance was said.


A motion was made by Chuck Zeman to do all the voting at tonight’s meeting by the raise of the hand, 2nd by Bill Niemi – yes 26 – no 0 – motion carried.


The budget was explained and questions were answered.


A motion was made by Bob Niemi to adjourn the budget hearing at 7:20 p.m., 2nd by Ken Foss-  yes 38 – no 0 – motion carried.


The special town meeting was called to order at 7:20p.m. by the town chairperson Fred Thistle.  The meeting was published in the Sauk Prairie Star and the Lodi Enterprise and posted in four places.


A motion was made by Bob Niemi to adopt the Town of West Point tax levy of $312,984.53- for 2004, 2nd by Chuck Zeman – yes 33 - no 0 – motion carried.


A motion was made by Dick O’Connor to approve $103,675.00 for highway expenditures, 2nd by Chuck Zeman – yes 33 – no 0 – motion carried.


The future of the present town hall was brought up for discussion.  The Lodi Fair Board has wanted an old school house to be put on the Lodi Fair Grounds.  The Lodi Fair Board would like to move this town hall and restore to the original state.  The cost of moving the town hall would be $25,000.00 at no cost to the town.  There was a suggestion that if the Lodi Fair Board doesn’t take the building – that we might consider selling the land and old school for a home.  Discussion followed on different options.  A motion was made by Dick O’ Connor to review the status of the Town Hall each year, 2nd by Chuck Zeman – the motion was amended by Dick O’Connor to amend the motion to give the present town hall to the Lodi Fair Association if that doesn’t happen to review at a later date, 2nd by Susan Niemi – Yes 34 – No 0 - motion carried.


The question of what to do with the present land that the town hall is brought up for discussion.  The following different options were as follows: clearing up the land – zoning – give back to owner – cost etc.  A motion was made by Chuck Cushman to give the land back to the Miller’s farm and ask them to remove any debris, 2nd by Susan Niemi – yes 33 – no – 0  -  motion carried. 


The question of selling the town lot in Woodland Hills – the lot is for sale and the town is asking $99,000.00 for the lot. 


The closing of the West Point Transfer Site was brought up for discussion.  Chairman Fred Thistle explained that was only an option – we are looking at cost.  There are people in the Town that have curb pickup plus paying taxes to keep the recycling center open.  People used to drop off items in the road sides.  The operators were complimented on a good job they are doing.  Chairman Fred Thistle has had conversation will Bill Casey for Columbia County Recycling and they would like to put up their dumpsters in our recycling center – they would also hire men to work at the transfer site.  Our contract with Green Valley expires in November 2004.  The people present commented on how well our recycling center is run.  A motion was made to continue the Transfer Site (Recycling Center) to look at different options, 2nd by Ken Foss – Yes 34 – No 0 – motion carried.


Ron Grasshoff from the Comprehensive Planning Committee gave a report on what the committee is working on a new comprehensive plan (land use plan) for the Town of West Point over the next three years. The Comprehensive Planning Committee is working with Columbia County and 14 other towns to comply with the state mandates.  The Town of West Point has a Land Use Plan that was adopted in 1996.   Copies of material were hand out to people present. 


A motion was made by Chuck Zeman to adjourn the meeting at 8:22 p.m., 2nd by Chuck Cushman – yes 25 - no 0 – motion carried.


Chairperson Fred Thistle called a special town board meeting to order at 8:25 p.m.


A motion was made by Bill Niemi to adopt the Town Budget of $539,455.36, 2nd by Dean Schwarz - motion carried.


A motion was made by Doug Richmond to adjourn the meeting at 8:26 p.m., 2nd by Bill Niemi – motion carried.








Edith Eberle

Town Clerk

