
TOWN OF WEST POINT


The annual town meeting of the Town of West Point was held on Tuesday, April 12, 2005 at the West Point Town Hall.  The meeting was published, posted in three places and on the website.  There were 24 people present.

Fred Thistle, Town Chairman called the annual town meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.


The pledge of allegiance was said.


The minutes were read from the April 13, 2004 meeting by the town clerk.  A motion was made by  Kevin Kessler to approve the minutes as read, 2nd by Scott King – yes 24 – no 0 – motion carried.

The residents present would like to vote by a show of hands.


The financial report from 2004 was presented to the people for their consideration.  Chairman Fred Thistle went over the financial report which was prepared for Johnson Block and Co.   Balance sheet for the general fund as follows:





Assets:  Cash and Investments - $1,577.342




   
 Taxes receivable - $357,489






Total - $1.934,831





Liabilities:  Advance tax collections - $1,512.960




          Deferred revenue-property taxes - $357,489





    Total Liabilities - $1,870,449





Fund Balance:





Reserved - $25,445





Unreserved Undesignated - $38,937






Total Fund Balance - $64,382






Total Liabilities and Fund Balance - $1,934,831

Questions from town residents were answered.  Chairman Fred Thistle stated that the auditor explained that the Town of West Point had a 7% access carryover and he recommended a 15 to 20% access.  A motion was made by Chuck Zeman to accept the 2004 Financial Statement as presented, 2nd by Alan Treinen – yes 24; no 0 – motion carried.

Making a donation to Garden Bluff Cemetery was brought up for discussion.  A motion was made by Dave Cole to donate $800.00 to Garden Bluff Cemetery, 2nd by Esther Thistle – yes  24 – no 0 – motion carried.


Making a $5,000.00 donation to the Sauk Prairie Recreation Department was brought up for discussion.  Dean Schwarz would like public input on the donation. There was discussion that ½ of the Town of West Point is in the Lodi School district therefore they felt that the Town of West Point should only pay $2,500.00 to the Sauk Prairie Recreation Department.  It was stated that even if you are in the Lodi School District there would be no higher fee – it would be open to all West Point residents.  A motion was made by Jerry Keller to recommend to the town board to pay the $5,000.00 to the Sauk Prairie Recreation Department, 2nd by Scott King,  yes 6; no 15 – motion defeated.

Making a $1,000.00 donation to the Lodi Agricultural Fair Association to help with the cost of moving the old Town of West Point town hall was brought up for discussion.  A motion was made by Tom Eberle to recommend to the town board a $1,000.00 donation to the Lodi Agricultural Fair Association for moving the old town hall, 2nd by Bill Niemi – yes 17; no 2 – motion carried


The question was brought up to the residents if the Town of West Point should do the Columbia County Highway Advance/Matching funds of $14,048.00.  Chairman Fred Thistle stated that this means that the town would pay Columbia County Highway $14.048.00 and receive $28,096.00 of road work done by Columbia County.  A motion was made by Chuck Zeman to recommend paying $14,048.00 to Columbia County Highway Advance/Matching funds, 2nd by Gabe Miller – yes 24; no 0 – motion carried.


A motion was made by Scott King as advisory to the town board that if there is a referendum on purchasing development rights that it be held at a November election or a spring election when the town chairman is up for election, 2nd by Jerry Keller – comments were:  question on Land Use - remove land to residential – impact fees -  expense to electors; yes 5; no 13 – motion was defeated.

Chairman elect Dean Schwarz presented Chairman Fred Thistle with the present gravel.  A standing ovation was given to Chairman Fred Thistle.  


The Town Clerk sworn in the following officers:




Town Chairman – Dean Schwarz




1st Supervisor – John Miller




2nd Supervisor – Gordon Carncross

Chairman Fred Thistle had sworn in the Town Clerk – Edith Eberle and the Town Treasurer – Joan Bader at a early date.


The next special town meeting will be on November 8th, 2005 at 7:30 p.m.


A motion was made by Chuck Zeman to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m., 2nd by Bill Niemi – yes 24;  no 0 – motion carried.









Edith Eberle  








Town Clerk
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