
Town of West Point

Plan Commission Minutes

September 5, 2019
Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statutes s. 19.84 the Plan Commission of the Town of West Point held its semi-monthly meeting on Thursday, September 5, 2019 at the West Point Town Hall, N2114 Rausch Road, Lodi, Wisconsin.  The meeting agenda was posted in three places as required by law and on the Town’s website.  Chairman Kevin Kessler called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  Members present were Kevin Kessler, Nathan Sawyer, Renee Nair, Byron Olson, Ron Grasshoff, Gordon Carncross (Town Board Representative), and Darrell Lehman. Also present was Taffy Buchanan, Town Clerk.   
Agenda #2 – Approval of Agenda – A motion was made by Renee Nair to approve the agenda, 2nd by Ron Grasshoff – motion carried unanimously.  
Agenda #3 Approve Minutes – Copies of the August 15, 2019 Plan Commission minutes had been emailed to each member for their review.  A motion was made by Ron Grasshoff to approve the minutes with grammatical changes, 2nd by Renee Nair – motion carried unanimously.
Agenda #4 Correspondence – The Town Attorney emailed information about the “promenades” in the Town.  Kevin Kessler explained that Columbia County gave the Town access to their GIS software but does not want the access to be “tied up” if we are not going to use it.
Agenda #5 Citizen Input – None
Agenda #6 Public hearing in connection with proposed amendments to and restatement of Chapter 6 (Land Division) of the Town’s Code of Ordinances.  - The public hearing was opened at 7:13pm.  Taffy Buchanan, Town Clerk, verified the notice was published in the Lodi Enterprise and the Sauk Prairie Star for 2 consecutive weeks and was posted in three places and on the Town’s website in No one presented comments or registered at the public hearing and no written comments were received.  The public hearing was closed at 7:14pm.
Agenda #7 Public Hearing for a Conditional Use Permit request received from Natalie & John Ferris and James Litton at N2226 Rausch Road, Lodi, WI.  53555 - Tax Parcel #11040-9.003, in Section 9, Town 10N, Range 7E.  The Conditional Use Permit is required by Columbia County Zoning Ordinance Section 16-110-020.  The house is a single-family dwelling and the property is zoned SF-1 Single Family Residential.  The property owner has requested approval to use the residence for short term rental or Tourist Rooming House which is allowed under the County Zoning Ordinance with a conditional use permit. - The public hearing was opened at 7:15pm.  Taffy Buchanan, Town Clerk, verified the notice was published in the Lodi Enterprise and the Sauk Prairie Star; was posted in three places and on the Town’s website; and 53 letters were sent to landowners within 1000 feet. John & Natalie Ferris (N87 W6279 Willowbrooke Drive, Cedarburg) and James Litton(8455 Abermethy Lane, Brownburg, IN) are the owners of  Lot 3 of the Condo Association, located at N2226 Rausch Road and they would like to rent it out a couple of times a year.  There are 3 lots in the Condo Association and 3 acres which is held in common that includes the driveway and walkways.   A letter from Ed & Chris Ferris, (Adell, WI) Ed’s father owns Lot 1(against), wrote a letter which was read by his brother, Dave Ferris; Ed & Chris Ferris have experience in the real estate and rental management business and is concerned with having short term rentals and the liability issues it raises for the Condo Association. Dave Ferris, (W241 Oosty Avenue, Oconomowoc) Dave’s father owns Lot 1(against), is concerned about liability issues and the insurance that the owners of Lot 1 not covering any issues because it is homeowners insurance not Business Insurance.  Dave Ferris said the Condo Association has not been given a “hold harmless agreement”, so they could be at risk.  Dave Ferris also submitted 3 documents concerning short-term rentals. James Litton responded stating it has gone through underwriting for their Homeowners Insurance and they bought a rider. Margaret Getzib, (412 Kolter Street, Wausau) Manager for Promised Land LLC – owner of Lot 2(for), feels the owners of Lot 1 have satisfied the 7 criteria for the Findings of Facts and have been great stewards of the land. Sue Gardner, 1814 Hammond Ave, Superior (for), wished to register her appearance but did not want to make a statement. Roger Taylor, 670 Highland Springs Drive, Elgin (against), he is on the other side of the bay and is worried about the people renting it.  Nancy Cook, W13408 Lake Drive, Lodi (against), is worried about the use of the bay and people using watercraft in the bay since it is less than 200 feet across. Hal Harlowe, 13412 Lake Drive, Lodi, said they are wonderful neighbors, but are concerned about longer rentals and how it relates to the essential nature of the area and does not want it to become a party area.  Natalie Ferris responded that the property is very important to the family and does not want to rent it during holiday weekends, she will meet each renter when they come and when they leave, and their boat will not be rented.  Angela Ward, N2267 Rausch Road, Lodi (neither for nor against), asked if there are specified quiet times and a limit to the number of people that can be there.  No one else presented comments or registered at the public hearing and no written comments were received.  The public hearing was closed at 8:02pm.
Agenda # 8 CUP for Tourist Rooming House for John & Natalie Ferris and James Litton at N2226 Rausch Road, Lodi. – A motion was made by Gordon Carncross to recommend to the Town Board that “Finding of Facts” criteria #1 be found satisfied with conditions and the conditions are: 1. All vehicles have designated parking areas that do not obstruct emergency vehicles; 2. The County determines the number of bedrooms, and sanitary system is adequate for the number of bedrooms; 3. The County clarifies the acceptable number of occupants; 4. They require a security deposit of $1,000.00 or more, 2nd by Ron Grasshoff – motion carried unanimously. A motion was made by Darrell Lehman to recommend to the Town Board that “Finding of Facts” criteria #2 be found satisfied with conditions and the conditions are: 1.The owner or agent be available on site within 30 minutes of complaints; 2. The adjacent owners and Town Clerk be provided with the contact name and number of the owner and agent; 3.The rental has to comply with the Condo’s Bylaws and rental agreement, 2nd by Ron Grasshoff – motion carried unanimously.  A motion was made by Ron Grasshoff to recommend to the Town Board that “Finding of Facts” criteria #3 be found satisfied, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried unanimously.  A motion was made by Ron Grasshoff to recommend to the Town Board that “Finding of Facts” criteria #4 be found satisfied, 2nd by Gordon Carncross – motion carried unanimously. A motion was made by Kevin Kessler to recommend to the Town Board that “Finding of Facts” criteria #5 be found satisfied with conditions identified under Criteria #1, 2nd Ron Grasshoff – motion carried unanimously.  A motion was made by Byron Olson to recommend to the Town Board that “Finding of Facts” criteria #6 be found satisfied with conditions identified under Criteria #1, 2nd Ron Grasshoff – motion carried unanimously. A motion was made by Kevin Kessler to recommend to the Town Board that “Finding of Facts” criteria #7 be found satisfied with conditions 1-17 listed on the County Report under “Items for Consider”, 2nd Byron Olson – motion carried unanimously. Conditions 1-17 listed on the County Report under “Items for Consider” are: 1. The Conditional Use Permit is not transferrable to another owner; 2. Accessory structures shall not be used as habitable structures; 3. Pets are prohibited; 4. Establishment of quiet hours. Typical conditions include quiet hours between 10:00 pm and 8:00 am on

weekdays and 11:00 pm and 8:00 am on weekends; 5. All fires shall be in a proper fire pit structure, and shall be extinguished during established quiet hours; 6. The use of fireworks shall be prohibited; 7. The use of firearms shall be prohibited.

8. Special events or parties shall be prohibited; 9. Parking must be provided on-site, with a maximum of 2 vehicles allowed; 10. Occupancy associated with the Tourist Rooming House shall be limited to 6 persons; 11. Provide the Planning and Zoning Department, Town Chair, Town Clerk and Town Constable with a 24-hour

contact number; 12. A sign no larger than 12” by 18” shall be placed near the primary entrance door with a 24-hour contact number in case of a complaint or emergency. If the owner does not live within one hour’s drive of the tourist

rooming house, there shall be a local contact person; 13. A state sales tax number must be obtained and provided to the Planning and Zoning Department; 14. Property must remain free from citation and charges for nuisance, disorderly conduct or other illegal activity; 15. Garbage and recycled materials shall be properly stored; 16. Owner’s website or other advertising shall state there are conditions associated with this use; 17. The Planning and Zoning Department shall have the right of inspection for the purpose of determining compliance with this permit during normal working hours or upon reasonable notice outside of normal hours.  A motion was made by Kevin Kessler to recommend to the Town Board the Finding of Facts made by the Plan Commission and to vote in-favor of the CUP with conditions, 2nd by Byron Olson – motion carried unanimously.
Agenda #9 Chapter 6 Code of Ordinances – Ron Grasshoff suggested a couple minor changes: 1. Word change on page 6-71, 5(B) change “indigenous” to “native to the region”; 2.Typos on page 6-86, B(5) first line the word “waiver” has two “w” and in the second line modifications has two “m”. A motion was made by Renee Nair to recommend the Chapter 6 to the Town Board for adoption with the two minor changes, 2nd by Nathan Sawyer – motion carried unanimously. The Town Clerk recommended starting to work on revising the forms once Chapter 6 is adopted.
Agenda #10 Town Board Report – no report
Agenda #11 Set Next Meeting Date – The next meeting will be scheduled as needed.
Agenda #12 Adjourn Meeting - A motion was made by Byron Olson to adjourn the September 5, 2019 Plan Commission meeting, 2nd by Darrell Lehman – motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:46pm.
                                                                   Respectfully Submitted by






         Taffy Buchanan, Town Clerk
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